Acute tubular necrosis complicating bilateral retrograde pyelography.
Acute renal failure following retrograde pyelography is a rare occurrence. The mechanisms reported have focused upon urinary tract obstruction either at an intrarenal or ureteric level. This report describes the first biopsy-proven case of acute tubular necrosis complicating retrograde pyelography. We propose the etiology to be direct tubular toxicity resulting from pyelolymphatic reflux of contrast.